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Abstract

This analysis examines how the structure of the Great Pyramid can be selectively interpreted as
a symbolic framework for two foundational narratives, Homer’s Odyssey and the Bible. By
“cherry-picking” key moments from each story—stages such as innocence, fall, trial, and
redemption—we align these with the Pyramid’s architectural features, revealing parallels that
evoke universal themes of human experience. This interpretive approach draws upon a 19th-
century tradition of “pyramidology,” wherein scholars and theologians suggested that the
Pyramid’s design encodes prophetic and divine knowledge. However, our goal here is not to
claim an original intention by the builders, but to demonstrate how selective alignment, much
like seeing faces in clouds, can create a framework that appears to mirror familiar themes across

cultures.

In both the Biblical and Homeric stories, the journey from innocence through hardship to
ultimate restoration follows a timeless arc that resembles what Joseph Campbell termed the
“hero’s journey.” This journey, central to many mythologies and philosophies, highlights the
redemptive power of humility and self-realization. In this analysis, the King’s Chamber
represents the ultimate fulfillment: in Christian belief, the redeemed become sons and co-heirs
with Christ in God’s Kingdom, and in The Odyssey, Odysseus, humbled and reformed, takes his
place as a restored “son of the gods” and rightful ruler of Ithaca. By interpreting the Pyramid'’s
passages and chambers as stages in a universal journey, we suggest its potential as a symbolic

map of humanity’s quest for redemption, harmony, and return to a divinely-aligned order.
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Introduction

4

In this analysis, we embark on an exploration that begins with a method of “cherry-picking’
specific episodes from Homer’s *Odyssey* and the Bible, selecting key moments to fit an
interpretive, confirmatory framework shaped around the architectural design of the Great
Pyramid. This approach draws upon a tradition known as “pyramidology,” which became
popular in the 19th century when scholars and theologians began interpreting the Great
Pyramid’s structure as a divinely inspired monument, encoding Biblical prophecy and cosmic
truths. British astronomer Charles Piazzi Smyth and American theologian Joseph Seiss were
among the earliest proponents, claiming the Pyramid’s passages and chambers represented a
prophetic timeline. Smyth’s influential work, ‘Our Inheritance in the Great Pyramid’, suggested
that each inch of the Pyramid’s interior represented a year of human history, aligning Biblical

events and prophetic dates with architectural features.

By the late 1800s, this “Bible in Stone” theory gained momentum, with believers finding
encoded messages about everything from Christ’s coming to humanity’s ultimate redemption.
Although mainstream archaeologists have largely dismissed such interpretations, this tradition
has persisted among certain religious and esoteric groups who see the Pyramid as a repository
of divine knowledge. Our analysis borrows this interpretive lens, but we extend it by comparing
both the Biblical timeline and Homer’s ‘Odyssey’, illustrating how ancient narratives across

cultures can be symbolically mapped onto the Pyramid’s passages and chambers.

It’s important to clarify that this approach does not suggest the Great Pyramid was originally
constructed with this specific mode of interpretation in mind. Rather, we’re demonstrating how
selective interpretation can make the Pyramid’s design appear to “fit” these familiar narrative
structures, much like how people perceive faces in clouds or symbols in random patterns.
Through a process of selective alignment, we bring forward parallels that echo deeply rooted
archetypes—creating a symbolic map within the Pyramid that connects it to other ancient

traditions, but without asserting any definitive intention by its original builders.

At the heart of this comparison is a journey motif that resonates deeply with archetypal
structures found in many ancient philosophies and mythologies, similar to what Joseph

Campbell famously called the “hero’s journey.” Campbell’s model describes a transformative
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path that spans innocence, descent, struggle, and renewal, a cycle of experiences that forms the
core of human storytelling. This timeless arc is visible not only in ‘The Odyssey’ and the Bible but
also in Platonism’s allegory of the cave, where the soul’s journey moves from ignorance to
enlightenment; in the Osiris myth, where Osiris experiences death and resurrection; in the
narrative of Jewish enslavement and deliverance in Egypt; and in Christianity’s parable of the

Prodigal Son, where separation is followed by reconciliation.

Our analysis seeks to capture this shared narrative structure by interpreting the interior

construction of the Great Pyramid as a symbolic framework.

1. Standing Outside the Entrance: The State of Innocence

Symbolism: Standing outside the entrance represents a state of innocence, peace, and

fulfillment, untouched by hardship.

Biblical Timeline: This corresponds to the Garden of Eden, where Adam and Eve live in harmony,

innocence, and communion with God before the Fall.

Odyssey Timeline: This state aligns with Odysseus as King of Ithaca and Hero of the Trojan War.
He has achieved glory, fulfilling his role as both king and victorious hero, and is poised to return

to a life of peace and family.

Interpretation: Both timelines begin in an ideal state of purpose and wholeness, representing a

harmonious relationship with the divine (God or home) before any hardships begin.

2. The Entrance into the Descending Passage: The Fall from Grace

Symbolism: The entrance into the descending passage represents the initial act of disobedience,

defiance, or downfall, marking a turning point into hardship.

Biblical Timeline: This moment corresponds to the Fall of Adam and Eve when, through
disobedience, they are cast out of Eden and into a life of hardship. Their act of defiance begins

the long journey of separation from God.
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Odyssey Timeline: This stage reflects Odysseus’s defiance of Poseidon when he blinds the
Cyclops Polyphemus. His defiance brings down Poseidon’s curse, condemning him to wander

and suffer until he learns humility.

Interpretation: This marks the fall from grace in both narratives. Adam and Eve’s expulsion from
Eden and Odysseus’s punishment for hubris both begin journeys of exile and separation from

their places of harmony.

3. The Descending Passage: The Journey into Sin and Darkness

Symbolism: The descent represents humanity’s journey deeper into separation from God,

signifying hardship and the consequences of sin.

Biblical Timeline: This descent aligns with the narrative of early humanity’s corruption,
culminating in the Great Flood. As humanity falls further from God, they experience suffering

and moral degradation, leading to divine intervention.

Odyssey Timeline: This stage encompasses Odysseus’s journey to the Underworld and his later
trials, culminating in the wreck of his ship and the loss of his crew. Visiting the Underworld
symbolizes his spiritual “descent,” while the loss of his crew marks his lowest point, leaving him

isolated and broken.

Interpretation: The descent represents the culmination of suffering in both narratives.
Humanity’s sin leads to the flood; Odysseus’s pride and failure to lead his men ultimately leave

him alone, facing a profound spiritual and physical loss.

4. The Ascending Passage: The Path Toward Realization and Humility

Symbolism: The narrow upward passage represents the beginning of self-awareness and

repentance, moving toward redemption.
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Biblical Timeline: This passage is paralleled by God’s covenant with Abraham and the Patriarchal
period. Humanity begins to seek a relationship with God again, establishing the covenant that

sets the foundation for eventual redemption.

Odyssey Timeline: This phase aligns with Odysseus washing ashore on the Phoenician coast (the
land of the Phaeacians) and realizing his broken state. Exhausted and humbled, he recognizes

his need for help and the limits of his strength.

Interpretation: The narrow ascent represents a humbled journey toward reconciliation. In both
cases, there’s a sense of humility: humanity is renewed by covenant, and Odysseus, broken and

alone, begins to recognize his need for aid and wisdom.

5. The Grand Gallery: Redemption and Divine Aid

Symbolism: The tall, open Grand Gallery represents a period of redemption and divine

intervention, where grace is offered and transformation is possible.

Biblical Timeline: This phase aligns with the coming of Christ and the Age of Grace, a time when

humanity is offered salvation and direct access to God’s grace.

Odyssey Timeline: This corresponds to Odysseus’s redemption by the Phoenician King Alcinous,
who offers him hospitality, listens to his story, and provides a ship to return home. Through this

act of compassion and aid, Odysseus’s path to Ithaca is restored.

Interpretation: Both narratives depict divine or royal generosity at this stage. For humanity,
Christ’s coming is a period of profound grace; for Odysseus, the Phoenician King’s kindness and

provision symbolize hope, renewal, and a path toward his final redemption.

6. The King’s Chamber Antechamber: Final Test and Humility in Disguise

Symbolism: The narrow antechamber before the King’s Chamber represents the final period of

humility, testing, and purification before full restoration.
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Biblical Timeline: This stage is akin to the Great Tribulation or final trials, a period of testing and

purification preceding the establishment of God’s Kingdom.

Odyssey Timeline: For Odysseus, this represents his return to Ithaca in disguise as a beggar. He
humbles himself, endures mockery from the suitors, and tests the loyalty of those around him,

preparing for the moment when he can reclaim his kingdom.

Interpretation: This phase is marked by humility and endurance in both stories. Just as humanity
endures a final period of testing, Odysseus conceals his true identity, suffering persecution in his

own home as he quietly prepares for his ultimate revelation and reclaiming of his position.

7. The King’s Chamber: Revelation, Victory, and Restoration

Symbolism: The King’s Chamber represents the final state of unity, peace, and restoration—a

place of ultimate fulfillment and triumph.

Biblical Timeline: This final chamber corresponds to the Kingdom of God, where ultimate
redemption, harmony, and eternal communion with God are achieved. In Christian belief, those
“in Christ” are forgiven, becoming sons of God and co-heirs with Christ. Their repentance and
acceptance into God's family grant them a share in the Kingdom as reformed, redeemed people.

It is the fulfillment of divine promises and the restoration of all things.

Odyssey Timeline: In Odysseus’s story, this stage represents the moment he reveals his true
identity, confronts the suitors, and reclaims his throne in Ithaca. After enduring a long journey
filled with humbling trials, Odysseus’s suffering has transformed him, bringing him to
repentance for his earlier hubris, in which he believed himself mightier than the gods. Having
humbled himself before the divine and recognized his place in the order of things, Odysseus
returns, as if a “son of the gods,” to rule Ithaca with a renewed sense of purpose and honor. His
rightful rule is thus restored, not as the prideful hero of Troy, but as a “reformed king,” one who

respects the gods and understands his dependence upon them.

Interpretation: The King’s Chamber represents the final victory and restoration in both

narratives. In the Bible, fulfillment is achieved in the Kingdom of God, where the redeemed take
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their place as co-heirs with Christ. Likewise, Odysseus achieves a final, transformed state, one
that allows him to reign not merely as a hero but as a humbled and “divinely aligned” ruler. Both
stories reflect the triumph of humility, repentance, and restored harmony—ultimately reuniting

each figure with their true home, family, and place of honor.

Conclusion

This interpretive journey through the Great Pyramid, aligned with the stages of ‘The Odyssey’
and the Bible, illustrates the symbolic power of ancient architecture and storytelling. By “cherry-
picking” specific moments of innocence, fall, trial, and redemption, we’ve shown how the
Pyramid’s interior can serve as a visual map for humanity’s timeless journey. Though we’re not
suggesting that the Pyramid’s builders intentionally embedded these narratives into their
design, this exercise demonstrates the universality of these themes. Much like seeing shapes in
clouds or meaning in patterns, selective interpretation allows us to find echoes of deeply-rooted

archetypes within the Pyramid’s structure.

The journey motif—found across myths, philosophies, and religions—speaks to the universal
human experience of loss, growth, and renewal. In the Biblical account, we witness the soul’s
movement from Edenic innocence through a wilderness of struggle toward the Kingdom of God.
In ‘The Odyssey’, we follow a similar path as Odysseus journeys from the triumphs of Troy
through suffering and humility, ultimately returning home in peace. Each passage within the
Great Pyramid represents stages of this journey, connecting us to an ancient, shared language of
human aspiration and endurance. This comparison reveals the Great Pyramid not merely as an
architectural wonder but as a canvas upon which we can project our oldest and most profound
stories. Through selective interpretation, the Pyramid’s chambers and passages become stages
in a universal journey, linking us to the symbolic journey of the soul—a journey from innocence,

through trial, to a final, redemptive peace.
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